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Local and Regional Impact Assessment, DRI 3478 Vindicator Environmental & Industrial Park 

Prepared at request of Haralson County  

1. Have the transportation impacts of this development been identified?   

-A traffic study was prepared by Cranston Engineering in 2021: 416 trips/day anticipated in the 

opening year of 2025, for the anticipated 41 landfill trucks/day and 100 employees of the 

industrial park.   In the Design Year (2040), this would increase to 1,917 trips/day; the study 

states that at this point “all publicly controlled intersections will continue to operate within the 

allowable delay and capacity.”   The study states that traffic turning left from the park onto 

Highway 100 (south) to access I-20 will experience significant delays and recommends additional 

storage for these vehicles on the internal road.   Study states that the additional traffic using the 

I-20 interchange will require GDOT to update signalization at the interchange.  Potential for 

impact to one county road, Budapest Road, during construction.  Some traffic may use US 

Highway 78 to connect to SR 100.     

2. Does the existing transportation network, as well as the funded portion of the applicable 

transportation plan (STIP/ TIP/ LRTP) mitigate identified project impacts?  

-The 2021 Cranston traffic study states that the additional traffic using the I-20 interchange will 

require GDOT to update signalization at the interchange.  No projects are programmed in the 

State Transportation Improvement Program for FY21-24 for SR 100 in Polk, Haralson Counties. 

3. Will developer-funded mitigation of the transportation impacts of this development be 

enhancements and/or improvements of the items in the applicable transportation plan?    

-A right turn deceleration lane from Hwy 100 will be constructed in the opening year (2025).  An 

additional traffic study will be conducted 10 years after the site opens, to determine if 

additional improvements are warranted.   GDOT District 6 comments that a permit from GDOT 

will be required for any driveway off of SR 100 or SR 78.   

4. Does the development avoid or mitigate impacts on public facilities (roads, stormwater/ 

floodplain management, water quality, etc.) in neighboring jurisdictions?  

-Most traffic impact is anticipated along GA Highway 100, some portion of which may travel 

through Tallapoosa; most traffic is anticipated to travel via I-20 and GA Highway 100. 

5. Are neighboring jurisdictions aware of, and prepared to manage, impacts of the development on 

public facilities (roads, stormwater/ floodplain management, water quality, etc.) in their 

jurisdictions?   

-No comments received from neighboring jurisdictions.   

6. Is this project consistent with any applicable regional transportation plans?   

-No projects programmed in the State Transportation Improvement Program for FY21-24 for SR 

100 in Polk, Haralson Counties.  No applicable regional transportation plan.  

7. Do adequate wastewater/sewerage facilities currently exist to support the development?  

-Wastewater treatment to be provided by developer via access to existing public sewer for 

industrial park and/or via onsite septic management for landfill, with peak demand anticipated 

of 0.316 MGD for park and 0.000375 MGD for landfill.  Tallapoosa, by agreement with Haralson 

County, may be the provider of sewer service in this area.   Leachate will be drained from the 



3 
 

landfill and stored in wells, then transported offsite for treatment by public wastewater 

treatment facilities.    

8. Do adequate water supply and treatment facilities currently exist to support the development?  

-Water to be provided by developer via access to existing public water supply for industrial park 

and/or via private well for landfill, with peak demand anticipated of 0.25575 MGD.  Haralson 

County Water Authority and/or Tallapoosa may provide water service in this area.   

9.  Do adequate stormwater facilities currently exist to support the development?  

-Development plans submitted include stormwater retention/ sediment collection ponds and 

buffers.  

10. Do adequate solid waste facilities currently exist to support the development?  

-N/A 

11. Is the local government fiscally capable of adequately providing any new facilities/services 

anticipated/likely to be required by the development?   

-Haralson County Water Authority and/or Tallapoosa may provide water and/or wastewater 

service to this area.    

12. Are potential impacts on water supply watersheds adequately addressed in the proposal?   

-There is a water supply watershed for the Tallapoosa River to the north of site; the watershed 

includes a small portion of Tract H, at the northwest corner of site.   

13. Are potential impacts on wetlands adequately addressed in the proposal?   

-Streams and wetlands are identified on site; US Army Corps of Engineers requirements will 

apply.   

14. Are potential impacts on groundwater recharge areas adequately addressed in the proposal?  - 

-No impacts identified.  

15. Are potential impacts on floodplains adequately addressed in the proposal?   

-Georgia DNR Floodplains Unit comments, ”…the site is located outside of the Special Flood 

Hazard Area (SFHA), in Zone X, an area of low flood risk.”  Please see full comments.   

16. Are potential impacts on historic resources adequately addressed in the proposal?   

-No impacts identified.  

17. Are any actions needed to mitigate or manage potential adverse impacts of this development?    

-Development plans submitted include stormwater retention/ sediment collection ponds and 

buffers, and right turn entrance lane on Georgia Highway 100, as well as a potential future 

traffic study to reevaluate impacts after 10 years’ operation.  

18. Is the development consistent with the Regional Development Map and Defining Narrative?   

-This area is shown as Rural in the Northwest Georgia Projected 2040 Regional Land Use map, 

meaning that infrastructure, particularly sewer, is not anticipated to be extended to this area to 

support greater development density.  The GA Highway 100 exit interchange on I-20 is shown as 

developing or developed.   

19. Is the development consistent with the Guiding Principles or applicable Policies narrative of the 

Regional Plan?   

-Some of the applicable policies include GP 1.4, “We will take into account impacts on 

infrastructure and natural resources in our decision making on economic development 

projects;”  “GP3.1 We will encourage new development to locate in suitable locations to protect 

scenic and natural resources, environmentally sensitive areas, or significant historic or 
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archaeological resources from encroachment;”  “GP4.3 We will promote enhanced solid waste 

reduction and recycling initiatives;” “GP5.1 We will seek opportunities to share 

services and facilities with neighboring jurisdictions when mutually beneficial, (p. 21-22).”  

20. If within one mile of any area on the RIR map, is the development consistent with the Guidance 

for Appropriate Development Practices in the Regional Resource Plan?   

-A water supply watershed and wetlands are identified within one mile of the site.  The 2012 

Regional Resource Plan identifies the following Appropriate Development Practices: “Comply 

with all federal, state, and local legislation for the protection of State Vital Areas; Retain existing 

vegetation and topography wherever possible; Locate all construction as far as possible from 

water resources, including flood prone areas and wetlands; Use natural features for storm water 

control whenever possible; Exceed minimum required buffers wherever possible; Minimize the 

amount of impervious surface by using alternative materials and designs; Install rain gardens, 

vegetated swales, or other water filtration design mechanisms to improve the quality of 

stormwater runoff (p. 20-21).” 

21. Are adjacent land uses outside the host jurisdiction compatible to the proposed development’s 

land use?   

-Surrounding land uses in the City of Tallapoosa include commercial, industrial, and mixed use at 

the I-20 Interchange.    

22. Is the development consistent with the host government’s Future Development Map/ Future 

Land Use Map and comprehensive plan?   

-The 2017 Joint Comprehensive Plan shows this area of Haralson County as Agricultural/ Forest, 

with suburban residential along Georgia Highway 100 and Highway 78 corridors. 

23. Is the development consistent with any adjacent or potentially affected local government’s 

Future Development Map?   

-The 2017 Joint Comprehensive Plan shows Industrial and Scenic Byway to the north, and shows 

the I-20 interchange area of Tallapoosa as Industrial, Mixed use, and Commercial.   

24. Is the development consistent with the CEDS?  

-The 2017 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy includes the Essential Infrastructure 

Goal of “Industrial Properties: Ensure northwest Georgia has sufficient, ready to develop 

industrial properties available to meet the region’s current and future needs (p. 24).”  
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